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proofs, and he has both saved me from repeating many
of those time-honoured blunders so dear in local tradi-
tion, and also made suggestions which cannot but
increase the value of my little book. Lord OurzGn's
thorough knowledge of the history of our city and his
zeal for the preservation of its historic monuments aro
so well known, that it is unnecessary for me to say how
much a work which has had the benefit of his criticism
has gained thereby.

To the late Mr. 0. E. Wilson, M.A., Doc. Lit. (Oxon),
of the Education Department, I am also under a grave
obligation, not only on account of the use to which I
have placed his valuable writings, but also for inform-
ation generously bestowed while he was still with us,
and for many a stimulating conversation about the past.
I have also to express my thanks to Mr. J. Golden Bell,
of the Calcutta Police, for opportunities of visiting
some obscure places of interest with comfort, ani? for
securing for me the traditions of the oldest native
inhabitants. To Mr. E. Madge, of the Imperial Library,
and to Mr. Dias, of the Imperial Records Department
I also owe a debt of gratitude. To the Hon'ble Mr,
Cable, of Messrs. Bird & Co. and Messrs. Birhnyre
& Co., I am indebted for their courteous permission to
examine ancient leases of their respective properties.
To Major Alcock, IT.E. s., LL.D., i. M. s., the Director of
the Indian Museum, I must offer my cordial thanks for
'much valuable help. To my friends, Mr. C. F. Hooper,
Mr. Edgar Faulkner, and Mr. J. Hart, who accom-
panied me ou my expeditions along the river side, I am
also indebted.